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... with Conestoga College 

Random questions answered by random students 

What would be the first thing 
you would do if you won the lottery? 



Craig Veenstra, 


graphic design 


“Buy a Nissan GTR." 


Victor Teodoroiu, 




“Go on a trip to Mexico or 
somewhere warm." 


“Buy a big house.” 




"Buy an old Mustang and 
give half to charity." 


“Give half to charity and go 
on a trip to Vegas.” 




office admin executive 





New degree program in the works 


BY RYAN BOWMAN 


Conestoga College is hoping 
to launch a new program in 
2014. 

meeting Feb. 25, members 
were told about the four-year 

public health degree pro- 

It will be introduced as an 
advanced standing program 
in 2014 and fully imple- 

Curt Monk, chair of inform- 


lic health inspectors has been 
decade. 

Similar programs are 
offered at only five post-sec- 
ondary institutions across 
Canada, with only one in 
Ontario. 


According to Monk, who 
formerly worked as a certi- 
fied public health inspector, 
Conestoga’s existing facili- 


ties, which include the new 
Institute of Food Processing 

health clinic, would serve as 


an ideal “living laboratory" 

In the coming months, the 
college will pitch the pro- 
gram to both the Ontario 
Ministry of Training, Colleges 
and Universities, and the 
Canadian Institute of Public 
Health Inspectors. 

Monk expects the college 
will know by early 2014 

gets a green light. 

The college's next board of 

uled for May 27 at the Doon 
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More than a bike ride 


BY KRISTIN MILANI 

The sixth annual Grand River 
Hospital Ride for Cancer kicked 
off Feb. 21 at Wildcraft Grill 
Bar in Waterloo. The ride itself 
isn't for another five months but 
the training, preparation and 
fundraising has officially begun. 

On Aug. 24, people will gather 
for the 120-kilometrc non-com- 
petitive ride across Waterloo 
Region. The night before the 
ride, there will be a reception 
and silent auction. On tide day, 
those involved will get to enjoy 
a barbecue after the race and 

team dinner to celebrate. 

The Ride for Cancer launch 
began with an informal cock- 
tail reception for the sponsors, 
VIP guests, committee mem- 
bers, Grand River Hospital 
Foundation (GRHF) staff, peo- 
ple affected by cancer and the 
riders. It was an opportunity 

reminisce and talk about the 
upcoming ride in August. The 
event was hosted by 105.3 Kool 
FM’s radio personality, Angie 
Hill. She kicked off the speech 
portion of the night by talking 
about what the riders should 

Some heartfelt and emotional 
speeches were then delivered 
by Olympic medallists Steve 
Bauer and Curt Harnett, can- 
cer survivor Marcel Portelance, 


to be very hard on his system. 

“Throughout the whole 
ordeal, I always tried to stay 
very positive and very confident 
that 1 would beat this disease. 1 


thought he would be privi- 
leged to take part in the ride. 
Although he has only partid- 


After watching his good friend 


lines and he would become one 
of the riders. On Dec. 13, 2010, 
he officially committed himself 
to the ride and set a goal to 

On his team, he had his wife, 
his daughter, his son and two 
of his good friends. Portelance 
found the training aspect to be 
difficult because he hadn’t rode 
a bike for years. He focused on 
his training and the te 
care of the fundraising 
Together, they raised a 






CONESTOGA 


Your opportunity to meet faculty talk to current students 
and experience shops and labs. 

General campus tours will be available during the event. 
Doon (Kitchener) Campus March 1 6, 1 1 0O am to 200 pm, 299 Doon ValleyOr, 
March 16, 1 1O0 am to 200 pm, 850 Fountain St. S. 
March 23, 9:30 am to 1 200 pm, 460 Speedvale Ave. W. 
March 23, 1 1 :30 am to 200 pm, 1 08 University Ave. E. 


Cambridge Campus 
Guelph Campus 
Waterloo Campus 


www.conestogac.on.ca/openhouse 
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Not all who are blind lack vision 
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COMIC-CON 

101 


Here are some 
useful tips to help 
you survive your 
next comic-con: 

■ Schedule 

What do you want to 
see most? A panel? 
Autograph session? 
Just walk the booths 
and browse? Create 
a schedule before 
hand to maximize your 
opportunities. 

■ Timing 

Seasoned veterans 
of a convention may 
be up before the birds 
to get a spot in line, 
so make sure to beat 
them to it. Lines will be 
everywhere, so expect 
a long wait even when 
arriving early. 

■ Badges 

Without your badge 
(or ticket) you won't 
be seeing anything, 
so hang onto it, 
even when inside the 
venue. 

■ Backpack it 
Bring your own back- 
pack (not a purse!) 
and keep your wallet 
and valuables inside! 
Bring a lunch and lots 
of water as it's all very 
expensive inside the 
convention. 

■ Money 

Some places do not 
accept debit or credit, 
but there is usually 
an ATM around the 
venue. 


Guelph’s comic-con Con-G boasts 


Daleks 

zombies 

„ ew€& 
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here have 
been elves, 
daleks, zom- 
bies and 
gunslingers 
in Guelph 
for years, if 
you know 
where to 
look. An 
oasis for all 
. things geek, 
anime, steampunk, furry or WHO, 
Con-G, a kanji-based pun that is 
short for Convention Guelph, has 
been delighting cosplayers, nerds 
and comic book fans alike for five 

y Held from Feb. 22 to 24 at the 
Delta Hotel in Guelph, the event 
attracted over 1,500 people, most of 
a like mind. Local artist and part- 
time costumer Sabrina Scalarini 
manned a booth at the show this 
year for the first time. 


“I walk in here with a rainbow- 
coloured wig and no one looks at 
me weird,” she said. “They all run 
up to me and say, ‘Oh my god, the 
wig looks great. Where did you get 
it? Can 1 give you a hug?’” 

Indeed, Con-G is well known for 
creating a safe-haven for shy and 
usually self-proclaimed nerds. Along 
with the usual artist and swag 
tables, over 75 different panels and 
events were held over the three 
days, including geek speed dating, 
wig styling, ask a scientist, prop 
making, cosplay 101 and armour 
smithing. High-profile topics ranged 
from My Little Pony to 18+ Hentai, 
HP Lovecraft and Sherlock Holmes. 

Also featured were: Pokemon and 
qther gaming tables, music and the- 
atre geared toward geeks, a week- 
end-long interactive murder mys- 
tery, the Dr. WHO lounge and the 
Masquerade, an adjudicated cos- 
tume contest. 


Special guests included Derek the 
Bard, Big Mike of the 404s, Dr. 
Holocaust and acclaimed voice-over 
artist Rob Paulsen. Many will recog- 
nize Paulsen as the voice of Yakko 
on Animaniacs, Raphael in the orig- 
inal Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle 
cartoon and Pinky from Pinky and 
the Brain; he treated the audience 
to a good ol’ “Narf!” 

One of the biggest presences at 
Con-G this year was Toronto-based 
Underworld LARP. An immersive 
game usually played outdoors, 
LARPing, or live-action role-play- 
ing, combines fantasy and horror. 
Players create and live as their 
characters 24 hours a day during a 
game, which follows a broad story- 
line dictated by the actions pf the 
characters. Much like acting out a 
Dungeons and Dragons campaign 
or living a video game, relation- 
ships form, alliances are broken and 
combat ensues. A complex rule book 


outlining races, talents and abili- 
ties shapes combat; it often includes 
spells, shields, weapon damage and 
healing. 

Many players become very 
attached to their characters. 
“When you play a character for 
five years, it’s like a second you,” 
Underworld co-owner David 
Ashby told the National Post. 

LARPer Conor Goodeve knows 
this all too well. “I feel like I 
could switch into my character at 
anytime, I’m just so linked to my 
character. It’s awesome.” 

Goodeve, who is from Owen 
Sound, is used to being judged by 
people who don’t understand the 
joys of live-action role-playing. He 
loves events like Con-G for the sim- 
ple reason of being able to fit in. 
“There is a social stigma against 
it (LARPing), but in general every- 
one here has enjoyed hearing about 
Underworld,” he said. 
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Scientology: The controversy continues 


BY BR»D COUGHLIN 

Plenty of controversy 
revolves around the Church 
of Scientology, a religious 
movement founded by L. Ron 
Hubbard in I960. But, with 
a new location opening in 
Cambridge on Feb. 16, the 
church hopes to silence the 

“Our philosophy is mainly 
based on practicality,” said 
Catherine Kristensen, a staff 
member of the chureh, refer- 
ring to the church's teachings 
of self-improvement in the 
modem world. 

“Scientology is a religion in 
the true sense of the mean- 
ing ... our main commodity is 
knowledge about life." 

According to Wikipedia, 
Scientology teaches that people 
are immortal beings who have 
forgotten their true nature. 
The church attempts to use 
methods of spiritual rehabilita- 
tion, in which practitioners aim 
to consciously re-experience 
painful or traumatic events, to 
aid followers in freeing them- 
selves from the limiting effects 
of their past. Study materials 
and auditing are made avail- 

spwifcddo™ations" retU ™ °' 

Scientology is a legally rec- 
ognized religion in a num- 
ber of countries, including 
the United Sates. However, 


Canada is among the coun- 

nize the movement as a tax- 
exempt religion. 

The new, multimillion-dol- 
lar facility, located at 1305 
Bishop St., offers a wide vari- 
ety of courses to aid anyone of 
any creed looking to address 
problems in particular areas 
of their life. 

“We have life improvement 
courses that address different 
areas — the rearing of chil- 
dren, communication in rela- 
tionships, even finances - and 
they're knowledge you can 
take away," said Kristensen. 

However, Dr. Lome Dawson, 
chair of religious studies at 
the University of Waterloo 
and an expert on new religious 
movements who's studied 
Scientology for decades, said 
fees for these courses are part 

“It eventually started to 
become quite expensive as 
the courses started to mul- 
tiply and the fees started 
to increase,” said Dawson. 
“American evangelists and 
televangelists certainly are 
running large business enter- 
prises ... but Scientology is a 

''l^addhfonro'hfe^mprove- 

Hubbard's books, printed in- 
house, for those interested in 
the teachings of Scientology. 


“More and more people nowa- 
days are wanting to find out for 
themselves and make their own 
opinions as opposes! to living in 

dogmatic," said Kristensen. 
“We’ve done everything we 
could to make it accessible." 

Published in 1950, 
Hubbard’s book, Dianetics: 
The Modern Science of 
Mental Health, was the book 
that started the movement 
and remains the most popular 
today. But, as many books 
and concepts followed it, so 

"They violated a lot of the tra- 
ditional assumptions about how 
a^religion's^supposedto ^ o pm - 

out much more as a kind of psy- 
cho therapy than a religion with 
Dianetics, and it evolved into 
Scientology in bits and pieces 
with various inventions and 
revelations by Hubbard." 

‘They are combining notions 
coming from a wide variety of 
sources, secular and religious, 
eastern and western religions 
and that, of course, causes 


Their core beliefs are plausi- 
ble and systematic and they're 
as plausible as the beliefs of 
any other religion. If you want 
to press the core beliefs of 


Christianity, they're equally 
as absurd from a modern sci- 
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get your feedback on 
Students at Conestoga. We’re giving away sor 
prizes to those who take between 15 - 35 mi 
fill it out, so make sure you do! Watch your Co 
'yemail inbox for your invitation in eariy March. 


Vear-End Student Services Evaluation 


March A t □ 15 
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Volunteering abroad: 

Who does it really benefit? 
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